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Profile                                                                               
I have always been interested in individual differences in children’s susceptibility to social environments (peers, parenting, interventions). I examined children’s sensitivity to peer relationships using experimental and longitudinal studies for my PhD. This work helped build the causal inference and statistical tools I now apply to prevention research and evidence synthesis for my postdoc, that is, using pooled individual participant data from randomized controlled trials to examine if some children benefit more than others from parenting interventions. 

Work experience                                                                               
2024.09 – Present		Postdoctoral Researcher, Preventive Youth Care, University of Amsterdam
Project: Parenting support: Optimal Combinations of Core Elements for Optimal Outcomes
Supervisor: Dr. Patty Leijten
2019.12 – 2024.09		PhD Candidate in Developmental Psychology, Utrecht University, The Netherlands
Dissertation: Children’s Differential Susceptibility to Peer Rejection and Acceptance: A Closer Look at Sensory Processing Sensitivity
Supervisors: Prof. Judith Semon Dubas, Prof. Maja Deković, Dr. Anouk van Dijk

Skills                                                                                     
· Study designs: experimental, longitudinal, and randomized controlled trials
· Statistical analyses: measurement invariance, latent change score modeling, latent profile analysis, latent growth curve modeling, latent moderated structural equation modeling, longitudinal latent class analysis, (random intercept) cross-lagged panel modeling, individual participant data meta-analysis
· Statistical programming: proficient in SPSS, Mplus, and R.
· Big data management: 3-wave longitudinal and multi-informant data, experimental data with multiple repeated measures, and (individual participant) meta-analysis data.
· Online experimental and questionnaire data: Qualtrics
· Physiological data collection: heart rate (variability)
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Conference Presentations                                                               
Liu, D. (August, 2025). Testing Children’s Differential Susceptibility to Parenting in Interventions Using Pooled Data From Seven Randomized Trials. Paper presentation at the European Conference of Developmental Psychology, Vilnius, Lithuania.
Liu, D. (May, 2025). Does the Effect of Parenting Programs on Children’s Conduct Problems Vary by Child Irritability? An Individual Participant Data Meta-Analysis. Invited talk at the University of Oxford’s Department of Social Policy and Intervention, the UK.
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Editorial Experience                                                                                  
2024		Reviewer
Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry
2024		Reviewer
Development and Psychopathology * 2 times
2023		Reviewer
International Journal of Behavioral Development * 2 times
2023		Reviewer
Neuroscience and Biobehavioral Reviews

Education                                                                               
2016.09 – 2019.06		Research Master in Developmental Psychology, Shaanxi Normal University, China
Thesis: Family Functioning and Children’s Externalizing Problems: Moderation by Attentional Control Indexed by Intraindividual Reaction Time Variability

2012.09 – 2016.06		BSc in Psychology, Central China Normal University, China
Thesis: Parenting Styles and Adolescent Internet Addiction: An Examination of the Mediating and Moderating Role of Ego-Resiliency

Science Communication                                                                    
2024	Blog: “No one likes me or wants to play with me!” Do highly sensitive adolescents feel peer acceptance and rejection more intensely? (Link)” published at Sensitivity Research (Link)
2023		Blog: “Measuring Sensitivity in Chinese Children (Link)” published at Sensitivity Research (Link)
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